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Abstract 
Address forms are very common phenomena in our daily life. Still, Chinese 
learners of English make mistakes in addressing. Therefore, as an indispensable tool 
of English learning, ECLDs are supposed to present the pragmatic information of 
address forms comprehensively. However, the pragmatic information of address forms 
presented in existing ECLDs is far from satisfactory. Consequently, the present study 
focuses on presenting the pragmatic information of address forms in ECLDs. 
The thesis applies pragmatic theories, such as social deixis, speech act theory and 
the politeness principle, to the pragmatic description of address forms. Thus, a 
classification of the pragmatic information of address forms is generated. 
Besides the theoretical research, the thesis also makes practical studies. A 
systematic analysis and comprehensive comparison is made between the Big 5 and 
two China-made ECLDs in their treatment of the pragmatic information of address 
forms. Through the comparative study, the author concludes that ECLDs are 
unsatisfactory in presenting the pragmatic information of address forms and thus, can 
learn something from the Big 5. Then the author conducts experimental studies on 
learners’ errors in using address forms and their practices in looking up address forms 
in dictionaries. 
Based on the comparative study and the experimental studies, a proposal is made 
that the following be done to better provide the pragmatic information of address 
forms in China-made ECLDs: (1) emphasize the importance of pragmatic information; 
(2) create a study page on addressing people; (3) cut short the glosses; (4) add more 
illustrative examples; (5) provide more detailed labels; (6) provide usage notes; (7) 
establish a complete system of cross-references among address forms.  Then, based 
on these suggestions, some tentative samples are given. 
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